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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

1 . The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

Claims 1-17 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Hirai et 
al. (US-5,940,502). 

Regarding claim 1 , Hirai et al. disclose in figure 1 , a support structure (1 ) for a 
mobile communications device (6) comprising a dampening mechanism (figs. 28-29, 
feature 130) to dampen the insertion of the mobile communications device into the 
support structure (col.fi, lines 51-65) wherein the dampening mechanism comprises a 
geared arrangement (figs. 28-29) to control the speed of insertion (col. 13, lines 51-55) 
of the mobile communications device into the support structure. 

Regarding claim 2, Hirai et al. disclose a support structure as recited in the 
rejection of claim 1, wherein the support structure comprises a data/power connection 
means (8) (fig. 22 and col. 8, line 66-col. 9, line 5) and the support structure is arranged 
such that the geared arrangement (figs. 28-29) controls the speed of mating/withdrawal 
of the data/power connections means (col. 13, lines 51-55) with a respective 
data/power connection means (8) of a mobile communications device (6). 
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Regarding claim 3, Hirai et al. disclose a support structure as recited in the 
rejection of claim 1 , wherein the support structure extends in the vertical plane to 
support the mobile communications device in an upright configuration (inherently to col. 
7, lines 66-67). 

Regarding claim 4, Hirai et al. disclose a support structure as recited in the 
rejection of claim 1 , wherein the support structure comprises a data/power connection 
means (8) and wherein the support structure is arranged such that the geared 
arrangement (fig. 28) guides the mating/withdrawal of the respective connection means 
(col. 11, lines 31-43). 

Regarding claim 5, Hirai et al. disclose a support structure as recited in the 
rejection of claim 1 , wherein the support structure comprises a platform (fig. 18, feature 
132) arranged to engage with mobile communications device and move into/out of the 
support structure (col. 12, line 11-col. 14, line 14), and wherein the geared arrangement 
(fig. 29, feature 135) is arranged to control the in/out movement of the platform (col. 13, 
line 51-col. 14, lines 14). 

Regarding claim 6, Hirai et al. disclose a support structure as recited in the 
rejection of claim 5, wherein the support structure is arranged to allow the insertion of 
the whole of the platform (fig. 18, feature 132) into the support structure (col. 12, lines 
11-18). 
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Regarding claim 7, Hirai et al. disclose a support structure as recited in the 
rejection of claim 5, wherein the platform is arranged to protect the data/power 
connection means (col. 13, lines 43-55). 

Regarding claim 8, Hirai et al. disclose a support structure as recited in the 
rejection of claim 7, wherein the support structure (fig. 18) comprises data/power 
connection means (120) located proximal to the platform (132) to allow controlled 
mating between respective connection means upon insertion of the platform into the 
support structure (col. 13, lines 43-55). 

Regarding claim 9, Hirai et al. disclose a support structure as recited in the 
rejection of claim 8, wherein the connection means (fig. 18, feature 120) is contained 
within the support structure housing to allow access by the connection means of a 
mobile communications device (6) when the mobile communications device is 
appropriately positioned on the platform (132), and the platform comprises an orifice 
(inherently to feature 132a) into the housing to allow mating of the connection means of 
the mobile communications device with the support structure connection means (col. 
13, lines 43-50). 


Regarding claim 10, Hirai et al. disclose a support structure as recited in the 
rejection of claim 9, wherein the platform (fig. 18, features 132 and 132a) is arranged to 
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support the base of a mobile communications device (6). 

Regarding claim 1 1 , Hirai et al. disclose in figure 1 , a support structure (1 ) for a 
mobile communications device (6) comprising a dampening mechanism (figs. 28-29, 
feature 130) to dampen the insertion of the mobile communications device into the 
support structure wherein the dampening mechanism comprises a geared arrangement 
(figs. 28-29) to control the speed of insertion of the mobile communications device into 
the support structure (col. 13, lines 51-55), and wherein the geared arrangement (fig. 
29) comprises a rack (fig. 29, feature 136) arranged to engage with a gear wheel (fig. 
29, feature 135) to allow controlled translational movement of the dampening 
mechanism (col. 14, line 51-col. 14, line 14). 

Regarding claim 12, Hirai et al. disclose a support structure as recited in the 
rejection of claim 1 1 , wherein the platform (fig. 29, 1 32) comprises the rack (1 36) 
arranged to engage with a gearwheel (135) attached to a fixed position on the support 
structure (figs. 18 and 29). 

Regarding claim 13, Hirai et al. disclose a support structure as recited in the 
rejection of claim 1 1 , wherein movement of the platform is arranged to be guided by 
guide pins (col. 11, lines 31-43). 


Regarding claim 14, Hirai et al. disclose a support structure as recited in the 


Application/Control Number: 09/994,562 
Art Unit: 2685 


Page 6 


rejection of claim 13, wherein the support structure comprises one or more channels 
arranged to house a guide pin (fig. 27, feature 122d). 

Regarding claim 15, Hirai et al. disclose a support structure as recited in the 
rejection of claim 14, wherein the platform is arranged to be biased between the in and 
out positions by biasing means (col. 12, line 11-col. 14, line 14). 

Regarding claim 16, Hirai et al. disclose a support structure as recited in the 
rejection of claim 13, wherein one or more of the guide pins are encircled by one or 
more springs (fig. 27, feature 24). 

Regarding claim 17, Hirai et al. disclose a support structure as recited in the 
rejection of claim 16, wherein the biasing means comprises one or more springs (fig. 27, 
feature 24). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

2. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

Claim 18 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Hirai et 

al. 
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Regarding claim 18, Hirai et al. disclose a support structure as recited in the 
rejection of claim 16. Hirai et al. further disclose wherein the biasing means comprises 
one or more coil springs (fig. 27, feature 24) arranged to flex upon compression to store 
up compressive energy, which is subsequently released by deflexion. 

But, Hirai et al. do not particularly show wherein the biasing means comprises 
one or more flexible lugs arranged to flex upon compression to store up compressive 
energy, which is subsequently released by deflexion. 

It would have been an obvious matter of design choice to use coil springs, since 
applicant has not disclosed that flexible lugs solve any stated problem or is for any 
particularly purpose and it appears that the invention would perform equally well with 
flexible lugs. 

Conclusion 

3. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. 

Chung (US-5,974,332) discloses a mobile phone charging station. 

4. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Huy Q Phan whose telephone number is 703-305-9007. 
The examiner can normally be reached on 8AM-5PM. 
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If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Urban F Edward can be reached on 703-305-4385. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 

Phan, Huy Q Au: 2685 Date : Jul. 1 1 , 2004 
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